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What is a geographer?
Geography is no longer a subject that is simply
about acquiring facts, reading maps, or even
worse, the facade of ‘colouring in’. Geographers
think
geographically
about
the
world
to
understand how places, people and processes are
becoming increasingly interconnected. They are
inquisitive about the world and use their skills
to solve complex problems and suggest solutions
to some of the world’s biggest challenges. The
demand for good geographers is growing as the
future becomes increasingly uncertain and
complex.
According
to
the
Times
(2017),
geographers are the most employable graduates.
Use this booklet to prepare for September and
develop as a geographer!
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Reading like a geographer
To think like a geographer, it is essential to understand the
world around you. Take a look at some of these books and have a
read of any that spark your curiosity!

TASK 1- Create a word cloud

with key terms in geography
and current issues in the subject. Use the short descriptions
from the reading list to start with and then add any
topics/issues that you studied at GCSE.
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Geography doesn’t just happen in the classroom

As part of the geography A-Level, you will undertake fieldwork
to enhance your subject understanding and study how geography
unfolds in the real-world. You can try some fieldwork from home.

TASK 2- Create a map to show where your
clothes come from.

Transfer this information onto a map to show the location and the amount of clothes from
each country or continent. You could do this as a choropleth map or proportional symbols
map.
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TASK 3- The globalisation of clothes
1. How would you describe the distribution of these countries?
Consider the patterns and any anomalies. Can you use the
numbers from your tally chart to add more detail to your
answer?
2. Why do you think your clothes come from these countries?
3. Create a timeline for the journey that you think your
clothes

might

have

made…

from

raw

materials

to

your

wardrobe (you might want to do some extra research if you
like!)
A geographer would include….
•

The places involved.

•

The people involved.

•

Flows- where is money exchanged? How are goods moved
from one place to another?

4. What is the environmental impact at different stages of the
journey? Think about water usage and burning fossil fuels.
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TASK 4- Geography in the news
Weather and climate patterns around the world are already
shifting because of human-caused climate change.
Air temperatures worldwide have already risen about 1°C over the
past century because of human-driven climate change. They will
rise much more as the climate changes further. But warming will
not

feel

the

same

everywhere.

Some

cities

will

heat

up

significantly; others will warm only slightly. In some areas,

winters will warm up faster than summers. In other places, hot
and extreme temperatures will get even hotter, while averages
stay the same. Elsewhere, snow may turn to rain. Even small
increases in the average temperatures can have major effects on
water resources, agriculture, infrastructure, and more.

Extreme heat events are also predicted to increase in many parts
of the world. Already, the hottest heat waves on the planet
top 49°C. But heat extremes can be just as deadly in parts of
the world that are less accustomed to hot weather. For example,
over 1,400 people died in France during 2019’s European heat
wave as temperatures rose to unprecedented highs.
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Precipitation patterns across the planet are also expected to
change. In some regions, snow may turn to rain. In other areas,
less precipitation may fall altogether, or at different times

of year. Elsewhere, bouts of rain are projected to intensify.

But almost everywhere, the swings between wet and dry get more
extreme, driving both stronger floods and fiercer droughts. This

will make water, a precious resource, harder to manage. Some
parts of the world, though, may feel smaller changes.

Climate change will exacerbate many of the challenges cities
experience today. Already, urban areas find themselves under
stress

from

climate-influenced

risks

such

as

rising

seas,

wildfires, punishing storms, extreme heat waves, disease, and

heat-weakened infrastructure. Many cities with fewer resources
at their disposal are feeling climate change’s effects more

acutely than wealthy ones. These differences in resilience are
likely to persist in the future. Rich countries or cities with
stable governments are theoretically better equipped to adapt
to increasing challenges than resource-poor places.
Questions based on the article:
1. Do some research to outline some of the causes of ‘human
driven climate change’.
2. Explain the effects of climate change on global weather
patterns.
3. Discuss how people and places will be affected by climate
change.
4. To what extent will global inequalities be made worse by
climate change? Consider both sides of the argument.
Geographers ask questions to build a better understanding of
global events. Annotate the below image with as many questions
as you can. What would a geographer want to know?
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